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I have just delivered a doctoral dissertation The Ethics of Love: An Essay on James Joyce (ca. 900 
pages). The basic argument is (amongst other things) that for Joyce the collapse of metaphysics 
embodied the actual foundation for an ethics of love, for the formulation of solidarity and amorous 
paradigms. In other words, the death of God entails a genuine possibility of the emergence of love 
and solidarity. 
In addition, I have published a book (in Danish; however, it has just been translated into English 
and will hopefully be published soon) on the question of subjectivity in the Renaissance, Being 
Another: Essays on Nothingness, Ambivalence, and Alterity in Francesco Petrarca and William 

Shakespeare, which particularly deals with Francesco Petrarca’s ambivalent conception of love in 
Rerum vulgarium fragmenta and the signification of the word ‘nothing’ in the works of 
Shakespeare. The book strives to provide a sharpened understanding of the perception of 
subjectivity and identity in the Renaissance as being determined by the heterogeneous and by the 
representation. 
I am currently working on a book, Gifted with Madness: On Philosophy and Literature, on the 
relationship between philosophy and literature by pursuing the question of madness. The workings 
of madness have been evoked both by poets and philosophers in their portrayal of not only 
literature (inspiration, the imagination, and creativity), but also of philosophy (reason and 
discursive thinking). The overall question is why especially poetry traditionally has been described 
as mad, and whether this madness, excluded by philosophy, might not, as a matter of fact, turn out 
to be determining of traits of philosophy itself. The thesis is that madness (not understood 
empirically as mental illness, etc.) qualifies and grounds a special relationship between literature 
and philosophy. 
The book will offer analysis and discussions of thinkers and poets such as Plato, Virgil, Molière, 
Michel Foucault, Jacques Derrida, Friedrich Nietzsche, H. C. Andersen, James Joyce, Jacques 
Lacan, and Stanislaw Lem. 
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